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Excerpts  from  Publication  "Gunkoku  Gaho” 

Militant  Graphio  Vol.  I 

Date  of  publication!  April  3,  1904 
Publishing  office  i  Fuzanbo 

pp  8,9 

The  Imperial  Rescript  of  His  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  Japan  Declaring  »7ar. 


I  .7e,  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  by  the  Grace  of  Heaven,  ascending  the 
Imperial  Throne  in  a  line  unbroken  for  ages  eternal,  make  known  to  our 
loyal  and  brave  subjects. 

We  hereby  declare  war  on  Russia.  Our  Army  and  Navy  will  ooncentrate 
all  their  power  and  pursue  the  war  against  Russia,  and  each  and  all  our 
competent  authorities  will  follow  their  respective  duties  and  make  efforts 
to  attain  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  Nation  according  to  their  respective 
abilities.  Every  measure  within  the  limit  of  International  Regulations 
must  be  resorted  to  and  exhaustive  calculation  will  be  anticipated.  Re 
long  held  it  as  the  essential  of  our  diplomatic  relations  to  seek  for 
civilization  in  peace  and  to  promote  friendly  relations  and  thereby  raain- 
tain  forever  the  publio  peace  of  the  East,  and  to  firmly  establish  a 
situation  whioh  would  eternally  secure  the  future  safety  of  our  Empire 
without  impairing  the  rights  and  interests  of  other  powers,  and  which  we 
expected  to  follow  day  and  night.  Our  government  authorities  also  com-  • 
plied  with  our  wishes  and  our  relations  with  the  Powers  Improved  yoar  by 
year.  Unfortunately,  we  are  now  obliged  to  resort  to  arms  against  Russia. 
How  can  it  be  our  will? 

It  is  npt  a  matter  of  a  day's  thinking  that  our  Empire  lays  impor¬ 
tance  on  the  integrity  of  Kan-koku.  Not  only  is  this  founded  on  the 
relations  of  the  two  countries  through  successive  generations,  but  now 
the  seourity  of  our  Empire  depends’  on  the  rise  or  fall  of  Kan-koku.  How¬ 
ever,  regardless  of  her  covenant  with  Shin-koku  and  her  successive 
declarations  to  the  Powers,  Russia  still  occupies  Manchuria  and  is  further 
strengthening  her  position  there,  and  is  now  on  the  verge  of  absorbing  it 
altogether.  If  perchance,  Manchuria  be  annexed  to  Russia,  the  integrity 
of  Kan-koku  will  lose  its  footing  and  peace  in  the  Far  East  will  be  im¬ 
paired  as  a  matter  of  bourse.  Therefore,  we  had  been  aiming  at  the 
permanent  maintenance  of  peace  by  compromising  and  settling  the  situation 
on  this  oocasion  and  ordered  our  competent  authorities  to  make  proposals 
to  Russia.  Although  we  have  continuously  negotiated  with  Russia  for  over 
half  a* year,  she  has  shown  no  sign  of  accepting  the  proposals  in  a  con¬ 
ciliatory  spirit,  and  the  settlement  of  the  situation  hus  been  delayod  by 
her  dilatory  tactics.  Russia  advocates  peace  outwardly  but  she  has  been 
increasing  her  naval  and  military  strength  behind  the  curtain  and  has  tried 
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to  make  our  Empire  submit  to  her  will.  Russia  has  not  shown  the  least 
sincerity  in  desiring  peace  from  the  very  first.  Russia  will  not  acknow¬ 
ledge  our  Empire's  proposal,  so  the  security  of  Kan-koku  is  now  at  stake, 
and  the  interests  of  our  Empire  are  now  also  endangered.  The  situation 
has  come  to  this  pass.  We  have  no  alternative  but  to  resort  to  arms  to 
prooure  future  security  which  we  had  been  endeavoring  to  acquire  through 
peaceful  negotiations.  We  roly  on  our  subjects'  loyalty  and  valour,  and 
anticipate  the  speedy  restoration  of  eternal  peace  and  thereby  preserve 
the  glory  of  our  Empire. 


Gyomei-Gyoji/the  Imperial  sign  and  seal/ 
Feb  10,  1904 


Countorsignod  by  the  respective 
Cabinet  Ministers 


Excerpts  from  Publication  "Gunkoku  Gaho" 

War  Account  Vol.  1,  pp  1-6 

By  Saisui  SOGITANI 

True  Account  of  the  Russo-Japanese  War 


1  I.  Preparations  for  the  Opening  of  Hostilities 

Diplomatic  negotiations  for  six  months  can  hardly  be  said  to  be 
short.  During  that  time  even  without  the  help  of  experts  we  were  able 
to  guess  the  true  intentions  of  both  the  countries.  It  became -obvious 
from  about  December  on  that  a  war  was  inevitable.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
Russia '8  military  power  in  the  Far  East  had  been  undergoing  continuous 
reinforoement  even  before  that.  Japan  could  not  depend  on  diplomatic 
negotiations  alone  either.  On  the  29th  of  Deoember,  a  military  confer¬ 
ence  was  held  at  the  official  residence  of  the  Prime  Minister.  On  the 
30th  of  the  same  month,  two  warships  of  the  Republic  of  Argentina  in 
South  America  were  bought  from  a  dockyard  in  Italy.  The  two  warships 
were  named  NISSHIN  and  KASUGA.  on  New  Year's  Day  of  1904  and  were  ordered 
to  sail  home  at  once.  Beginning  with  the  6th  of  the  same  month,  the  pub¬ 
lication  in  newspapers  of  military  secrets  and  plans  were  placed  under 
ban  and  the  Army  and  the  Navy  hastened  war  preparations.  It  was  about 
this  time  that  a  Russian  steamer  carrying  one  thousand  ohosen  artillery 
men  passed  through  the  Suez  Nanai.  It  was  also  at  this  tino  that  the 
Governor  General  for  the  Far  East,  Alexeev,  was  awarded  a  special  general 
flag  and  accorded  the  privilege  of  receiving  a  salute  of  12  guns.  -  -  -  . 
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*  It  /as  in  tho  middle  part  of  January.  The  Military  Council  was  formed 

on  the  fourteenth  of  tho  same  month.  Tho  two  field-marshals  YAMAGATA  and 
OYAUA,  tho  two  ministers  YAMAMOTO  and  TERAUCHI,  Chief  of  the  General  Staff 
ITO,  Gonorals  NOZU,  INOUE  and  OKU  woro  respectively  appointed  war  oouncil- 
lors .  Nippon  Yusen  Kai3ha  /tho  Japan  Mail  Steamship  Company/  and  Toyo 
Kisen  Kaisha  /East  Asia  Stoamship  Company/  wsro  ordered  to  suspond  tho 
Europcan-Anorican  and  Australian  Linos.  Tho  Ministor  of  Financo  invitod 
tho  bankers  living  in  tho  Tokyo-Yokoharaa  district  to  his  officiul  rosidoncc 
Tho  older  3tutosmcn  frequently  proceeded  to  tho  Imperial  Palace.  Imporial 
emerroncy  ordinances  such  as  ordinances  concerning  defense  on  sea,  the  mili 
tary  requisition  of  railways  and  a  military  mail  service,  etc.,  v/ero 
successively  promulgated.  -  -  -  - 


t 

It  was  at  this  time  that  two  ships  of  tho  Russian  Volunteer  Fleet 
sailed  for  the  East.  One  thousand  men  from  the  harracks  of  Port  Arthur 
were  also  distributed  a  Ion-*  the  shore  facin’  tho  Xorean  border.  Six 
thousand  Russian  soldiers  also  started  for  tho  Yalu  River.  Also  about 
th,is  tine,  we  received  a  report  that  far  Minister  iftlOPATKIN  would  per¬ 
sonally  command  the  Army.  And  Russia  still  kept  silent  and  did  not  reply 
to  our  diplomatic  negotiations. 


February  oarae,  all  too  soon,  and  on  the  3rd,  a  conference  of  the 
elder  statesmen  v/as  hold  for  the  third  time.  It  v/as  on  this  day  that 
the  Ruscian  fleet  in  the  port  of  Vladivostok  removed  all  /ooden  parts 
from  tho  ships  as  a  preparation  for  departure.  On  the  4th  was  held  the 
memorable  third  council  in  tho  Imperial  presence.  It  wa3  also  on  this 
day  that  the  Russian  fleet  in  Port  Arthur  which  had  left  the  port  pre¬ 
viously  returned  again.  Our  government  decided  to  take  unrestrained 
military  action,  whereas  it  wa3  reported  that  Russia  had  also  given 
Alexeev  the  authority  to  declare  war  and  to  take  hostile  action. 

I  t. 

Foreign  Minister  KOMURA  telegraphed  an  ultimatum  to  Minister  KURINO 
in  St.  Petersburg  the  next  day  and  instructed  him  to  deliver  it  to  the 
Russian  Government,  and  on  the  following  day  our  government  summoned 
Russian  Minister  ROSEN  in  Tokyo  and  gave  him  a  similar  notification,  the 
substance  of  which  was  that  "although  our  Government  proposed  a  peuce 
conference  to  the  Russian  Government  in  order  to  preserve  the  territorial 
integrity  of  Manchuria  and  Korea,  your  Government  completely  lacked  sin¬ 
cerity  in  accepting  tho  proposal,  so.  v/e  have  decided  to  cut  off  all 
diplomatic  relations.  He  will  hereafter  act  freely  in  whatever  way  wo 
think  best  for.  the  protection  of  our  legal  rights." 

Severing  of  diplomatic  relations  means  opening  of  hostilities.  Need¬ 
less-  to  say,  at  the  same  moment,  the  order  to  advance  was  given  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  our  combined  fleet  in  the  naval  port  of  Sasebo. 

P,  2  II.  Departure  of  the  Fleet 

• 

The  >Yar  Council  v/as  already  decided.  The  best  and  incomparable  com¬ 
bined  fleet  began  to  loavo  the  port  in  good  order  at  nino  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  sixth  of  February,  the  flagship  MIKASA  leadin’,  and  the 
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l3t  fleet,  tho  2nd  fleet  and  so  forth  to  the  f  1  jet  followin'* 

majestically,  and  aboard  were  Comnandor  in  Chief  TOGO,  Heihachiro,  com¬ 
posed  and  brave,  able  offioor3,  and  highly  trained  and  desperately 
courageous  soldiers.  The  Compandor  in  Chief  of  Sasebo  Naval  Port  SAMSJIfcu 
3nv  them  off  with  military  music  and  si -nailed  to  the  fleet  that  he  wished 
Comnandor  in  Chief  TOGO'S  success  to  which  Vice  Admiral  TOGO  signalled 
back  that  he  was  sure  of  success.  Tho  whole  fleet  consisting  of  fifty- 
five  ships  set  sail  in  line  ahead  to  tho  boundless  wide  ocean;  their 
destiny  Port  Arthur  or  Vladivostok?  -  -  -  - 

t  I  will  briefly  state  hero  the  disposition  of  the  enemy  men -of -war. 
Russia  had  been  doin*  her  best  to  reinforcs  tho  Eastern  fleet  since  the 
opening  oi  diplomatic  negotiations.  In  other  words,  3hc  had  ?one  so  far 
as  to  send  almost  all  of  tho  most  powerful  man-of-war  of  the  Baltic  fleot, 
which  was  indispensable  for  home  defenso,  to  the  Far  East.  This  meant 
that  the  cream  of  the  Russian  Navy  had  boon  transferred  to  the  East.  It 
was  a  powerful  fleet,  consisting  of  2 1«  mcn-of-war,  buttleships,  armoured 
cruisers,  cruisers,  armoured  run  boat3,  ooast-defonso  ships,  ?un-boats 
and  torpr.-do  gun  beats,  the  total  bjing  174,000  tons.  3osides  these, 
there  were  fifteen  torpedo  boat  d-rstroyars  and  fourteen  torpedo  boats. 
Among  these,  sevon  men-of-v.rar  totalling  44,000  tons  and  several  destroyers 
and  torpedo  boats  were  based  at  Vladivostok  and  tho  remaining  21  ships, 
totcillinr  130,000  tons  were  stationed  at  Port  Arthur.  On  about  th;  sixth 
of  April,  on?,  first  class  cruiser  and  ono  -un-fcout  were  detached  from  the 
fleet  in  Port  Arthur  and  sent  to  Jinsen,  and  another  gun-boat  was  sent  to 
Shanghai.  In  other  words,  the  onemy  float  was  dividod  in  two  and  after¬ 
wards  in  four.  This  may  or  may  not  have  been  a  proper  strategy  for  the 
enemy,  but  it  was  something  our  side  was  to  take  groat  advantage  of. 

3  At  dawn  of  the  following  seventh  of  February,  when  our  combined  fleet 

wds  sailing  the  sea  off  tho  ooast  of  Korea,  thoy  spied  a  merchant -ship  far 
to  the  southwest.  MeS3ongor-ship  TAT3UTA  ,-as  ordered  to  rcconnoitsr  and 
accordingly  it  became  known  that  it  was  a  Russian  merchant  ship  'Russia* . 

It  was  immediately  captured  by  orders  and  brought  to  the  main  fleet.  TThat 
a  mood  omen  to  capture  'Russia*  at  tho  very  openin'*  of  hostilities.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  tho  report  of  H.M.3.  AiC.SHI  v.'hich  had  preceded  tho  main  flact, 
the.  eromy  warships  wore  still  in  Port  Arthur,  and  the  cruiser  Varyuk  and 
gun-boat  Korcte  had  gone  out  to  Jinsen.  Thereupon,  at  three  o'clock  in 
tho  afternoon  of  that  some  day,  the  conbined  fleet  hold  a  captains'  con¬ 
fer  r.ce  at  sea  off  the  coast  of  Roroa  and  as  its  result.  Commander  of  tho 
4th  fleet  URYU  was  ordered  to  take  tho  course  towards  Jinson,  with  five 
ships,  H.M.S.  A  SANA,  NANI?!!,  NIITAKA,  TAXaCHIHO  and  AKASHI,  -and  two  tor¬ 
pedo  squadrons  convoying  three  transports.  Commandor  in  Chief  TOGO 
signalled  his  wish  for  their  success  to  which  the  Commander  signalled 
baok  his  gratitude.  All  the  members  of  tho  main  floet  manned  the  sido 
and  saw  them  off  with  military  musio.  Tho  main  floet  continued  its  ad¬ 
vance.  Thon  again,  thoy  3piod  another  merchant-ship  and  AZUHA  was  3ont 
to  capture  it.  It  was  a  Russian  transport  Aluzin.  CHIKAYA  was  ordered 
to  convoy  it  back  to  Sasebo.  Tho  west  wind  vas  vory  strong  that  evening 
and  thoy  could  hardly  sloc-p.  They  wore  all  vory  anxious  lest  their  attack 
might  bo  inconvenienced,  and  moreover  strict  watch  was  kept  throughout  tho 
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night  as  caution  against  a  night  attack  by  onoray  torpodo  boats.  However, 
by  tho  blessings  of  Heaven,  tho  weu%her  improved  by  the  following  morning 
and  a  cloudless  fine  morning  without  v7ind  or  wave  dawned.  The  whole  float 
burst  into  three  cheers  of  joy  and  taking  heart  it  continued  its  advanoo. 
Orders  for  torpodo  attack  were  givon  at  a  position  sixty  knots  from  Port 
Arthur,  according  to  tho  prearranged  plan  to  first  of  all  attack  the  enemy 
fleet  with  destroyers  and  torpodo  squadrons.  From  the  flagship  MIKASA  was 
signalled  tho  ordors  to  "sink  tho  enemy  ships  and  wishing  them  all  suocoss" 
to  which  the  Commander  of  tho  destroyers  (Captain  ASAI)  replied  that  they 
would  attain  success  even  at  tho  prico  of  their  lives.  Simultaneously 
arose  from  the  main  fleet,  tho  roaring  oheors  of  "Banzai"  from  tho  fleet 
members  manning  the  side  and  the  squadron  departed. 

III.  The  Glorious  Exploit  of  the  Torpedo  Night  attack 

At  six  o'clock  on  tho  evening  of  tho  oitshth  of  Fobruary,  in  the  year 
1904,  tho  destroyers  SHIRAKUMO,  KASUMI,  ASASHIO,  INAZUMA,  AKEBOIJO,  USUGUMO, 
SAZANAMI,  AKATSUKI,  IKAZUCHI,  OBOItO  and  SHINONOME,  and  seven  torpodo  boats 
(five  squadrons  in  all),  advanced  straight  on  to  the  mouth  of  Port  Arthur. 
Tho  fourth  and  tho  fifth  squadrons  advanced  to  Dairen  Bay  and  searched  tho 
harbor  but  thoy  could  not  find  a  single  enemy  ship.  Tho  1st,  2nd  and  3rd 
p,  4  squadrons  headed  for  Port  Arthur  and  arrived  at  their  objective  at  olovon 
in  the  night.  Most  of  the  Russian  warships  lay  at  anchor  as  had  been  ex- 
pootod  in  the  position  outsido  tho  port  also  as  had  been  anticipated. 
Counting  by  tho  light  at  tho  gangway,  there  were  3ixttsen  in  all.  The 
enemy  had  stationed  destroyer  squadrons  far  out  of  the  port  on  guard,  but 
thoy  offered  no  resistance  oven  when  our  torpedo  squadron  drew  noar.  Our 
destroyers  took  no  heed  of  thorn  and  advancod  to  a  vory  near  distance  of 
3000  meters  (26  oho)  and  our  men  wore  able  to  see  clearly  the  figures  of 
men  walking  on  tho  deok3  of  the  enemy  raen-of-war  with  lightod  lamps.  Our 
time  had  come,  ffo  instantly  opened  fire.  The  onomy  were  taken  by  sur- 
priso  and  were  thrown  into  confusion.  They  suddonly  began  firing  by  tho 
aid  of  search  lights  but  not  one  single  shot  found  its  target.  Our  eight¬ 
een  boats  rushed  to  and  fro  among  the  enemy  ships,  firing  fish-torpedoos 
and  several  of  them  were  ascertained  to  have  hit  the  important  part  of 
tho  enemy  warships.  At  2  A.M.  the  firing  wa3  susponded  and  tho  boats  re¬ 
turned  and  joinod  the  main  fleet.  Tho  onomy  had  their  warships  severely 
damaged  but,  during  the  night,  the  onomy  destroyers  in  tho  port  did  not 
participate  in  the  fight  in  the  least  and  only  twelve  shots  are  said  to 
have  been  firod  from  tho  fort.  It  may  be  imagined  what  the  surprise  of 
this  night  attack  was. 

The  torpedo  boats  outsido  tho  port,  for  instanco,  wore  reported  to 
havo  been  thrown  into  such  a  stato  of  confusion  that  they  fought  among 
themselves  in  the  dark,  36  being  killed  and  120  injurod.  Furthermore, 
the  risk  on  our  3ido  was  by  no  moans  little,  either.  At  about  11«30  wo 
saw  two  onemy  scouting  ships  proceed  eastward  to  a  point  one  kilometer 
from  us  and  then  change  their  courso  westward.  Our  torpedo  boat  flotilla 
lost  no  time  in  advancing  tljnn.  They  passed  between  the  enemy  flo-'t  and 
a  small  battery;  then  signalling  the  names  of  the  torpedo  boats  thoy  had 
just  ascertained  and  taking  a  suddon  turn  after  pretending  that  they  .zero 
going  to  enter  tho  harbour  of  Port  Arthur,  thoy  discharged  torpedoes  in 
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-rrftiiVvR  at  the  larger  ships  of  tho  enemy  flost.  Tho  difficulty  ut  tho 

3tSn  ?ro  'ter  j  our  ships  lost  sight  o  « J  -other, 

but  after  half  an  hour  all  tho  ships  succeeded  in  joining  tho  min 
safely. 


Tho  success  of  this  ni'ht  attack  was  vary  groat. 


5  According  to  tho  official  report  of  tho  Governor -General  Alexeev,  tho 

danages  are  as  follows i 

1st  offlolal  report i  At  midnight  of  tho  8th  of  February.  Joponooo  tor- 
oodo  hoots  otSmptod  to  oink  tho  Russian  rcen-of-sur  lyin'  at  anchor  out- 
thi  fortress  of  Port  Arthur,  damaged  Russian  warships  Retvizan 

Zl  tLotrtvloh  (15,100  Son.)  ond  lot  olooo  orui.or  Pallada 

(6,630  tons).  The  rest  is  omittod. 

2nd  offioial  roporti  The  throe  damaged  men-of-war  &ra  still  floating. 
tSo  Tsesarevich  received  damage  at  the  gunwale,  tho  Retvizan  near  the 
^dinaTpu^  ^  ?he  lower  pa°rt  of  tho  waterline,  and  Pal  ada  near  the 
central7 engine,  but  casualtios  were  small.  The  rost  omittod. 

noor  5T .Stt 

-  £r  s«.r2 

the  nouth  of  the  port. 

The  names  of  the  honourable  officers  who  distinguished  thensolvoo  from 
tho  very  beginning  of  the  Russo-Japanoso  lar  are  as  follows! 


Floot  Commander,  Captain 
Fleet  Commandor,  Commandor 
Fleet  Commander,  Comander 


ASA I,  Masajiro 
ISHIDA,  Iohiro 
TSUCHIYA,  iiitsukano 


Ship  Captain, 
Ship  Captain, 
Ship  Captain, 
Ship  Captain, 


Lt.  Conmander 
Lt.  Commandor 
Lt,  Comander 
Lt.  Comander 


HAZAMi,  Kota 
I’ATSUNAGA,  Uitsunori 
KUZUMI,  Masao 
K01ID0,  Tsunonatsu 


Ship  Captain, 
Ship  Captain, 
Ship  Captain, 
Ship  Captain, 
Ship  Captain, 
Ship  Captain, 
Ship  Cnptain, 


Lt.  Conmander 

Lt.  Commandor 

Lt.  Commandor 

Lieutenant 

Lioutonant 

Lioutonant 

Lieutenant 


OSHIMA,  Itasuki 
SHINOHARA,  Rishiohi 
OYALIA,  Takanosuki 
SUEUATSU,  Naojiro 
MITSUMURA,  Kinzuburo 
Y0SHIJ3A,  Moshi 
TAKKMGRA,  Hango 
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and  was  lor.t  to  the  Prosecution  Scotian  of  the  Allied  Forces  International 
Military  Tribunal  on  request,  in  July,  1947. 

§ 

July  8,  1947  /  Showa  22nd/ 

Librarian  at  the  Library  of  Tokyo  Imperial 
University 


Nagamino  Uitsuna 
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